
 

What is the Foster Parents Role in Team Meetings and the Court Process? 

Team Meetings: Foster parents should always participate in team meetings to provide feedback about how the child is 

doing, progress or regression, what services are in place, what services are needed, feedback about visitation, and any 

other information you feel is important for the team to know. 

-Family Solutions Team Meetings (FST)/Icebreaker meetings should be held as soon as possible after a child is removed 

(ideally before the Protective Custody hearing). If a child is placed with a foster family at this point in time, you should be 

invited to participate. 

**If you were not present for the FST, your social worker should set up some sort of ice breaker. This might be at the 

first visit that you transport the child to. 

- Case Plan Meetings - Foster parents should be involved at a minimum for the child’s portion of the case plan “B” as 

well as the visitation plan “C.” Foster parents may be invited to attend the birth parents portion of the case plan 

meeting. Another reason to build relationships with birth parents! The goal of this meeting is to formalize what needs to 

change in order to safely get the child home, what services are needed to do so, progress measurements, and to review 

what the child needs. 

-Child and Family Team meetings (CFT) are held periodically over the life of the case. Foster parents should be invited to 

participate in these meetings. 

-Wraparound in Nevada (WIN) is a service provided by the State of Nevada; not every child’s case qualifies for this 

service. If you hear of a “WIN Worker,” you will be invited to participate in these monthly team meetings. 

COURT HEARINGS: 

As the care giver to the child, you are permitted, and encouraged to attend court hearings and provide testimony 

regarding the child. This means: 

 You will be asked by the court to provide information about placement, visitation, how the child is doing, if the 

child’s needs are being met, and how the child’s needs are being met. 

 At any hearing held to determine any temporary or permanent placement of the child, you may be allowed to 

offer recommendations regarding the permanency plan and to testify. 

 Please note: Birth parents have the right to ask that you be excused from the courtroom after providing any 

information you have regarding the child in your care, so you may not be allowed to participate in the entire 

hearing. 

 If the child is attending, the court may address the child first and ask for child related updates and then excuse 

the child from the courtroom while other matters are discussed. 

 



Types of Court Hearings for Child Welfare cases: 

 Warrant Hearing (held prior to the child being removed, therefore you would not attend) 

 Protective Custody Hearing (PC) is held within 72 hours after the child’s removal from parents. Foster parents 

do not attend this hearing. 

 Adjudication Hearing is held approximately 40-45 days after a child is removed. Foster parents do not need to 

attend this hearing (parents admit, submit, or deny the petition at this hearing). 

 Dispositional Hearing is held approximately 60-65 days after a child is removed. Court is provided updates about 

how the case is progressing and will review the case plan, visitation arrangements, and the child’s placement. If 

you have a child placed with you at this time, please try to attend! 

 Semi Annual Review Hearing is held within 6 months of the date the child was removed and every 12 months 

thereafter until the case is closed. The court is provided updates on how the case is progressing. Please try to 

attend this hearing! 

 Annual Permanency Hearing is held within 12 months of the date the child was removed and every 12 months 

thereafter until the case is closed.  It may also be set at other times. Please try to attend this hearing! If the child 

in your home is 5 years and older, they also must attend this hearing!  If the child in your care does not wish to 

attend this hearing or if you believe it is not in the child’s best interests to attend this hearing please discuss 

your concerns with the child’s case manager.  

Do’s and Don’ts: Court Room Etiquette 

 DO sit on either side of the court room – just make sure you stay behind the bar unless you are called to testify 

 DO make sure your Social Worker/District Attorney know you are present in the court room, so you can be 

introduced 

 DO stand when you are called upon to share information 

 DO tell your social worker about major updates – BEFORE the court hearing!   

 DO wear an outfit in which you would wear in front of your grandparents – err on the side of caution  

 DO tell the truth – Judges and court officials are very grateful for foster/adoptive parents. They love to see you! 

 Do let the case manager provide updates regarding the parent case plan progress 

 DON’T wear things you would wear to the beach! (This includes flip flops/sandals, tank tops, shorts, short 
dresses….etc.) 

 DON’T lie. 

 DON’T chew gum or bring in food/beverage 

 DON’T bring other children who are not a party to the case. Check with your worker to ensure the child should 
attend this hearing 


